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ÅMichael is an accounting leader. As BlackLineôsDirector of 
Strategic Accounting and Solutions Marketing, he combines 
nearly 20 years of accounting experience in auditing (Big 4), 
consulting, and financial reporting management to guide 
companies on their path to modern finance. 

ÅMichael earned his Bachelorôs degree in Accounting with a 
Finance Minor from the Krannert School of Management at 
Purdue University in 1997. Today, when not writing bios in 
third person, Michael travels the world sharing his experience 
and presenting innovative approaches to increase productivity 
and optimize the close. 

Michael Shultzôs Biography
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Upon completing this webinar, you will be able to:

1. Employ best practices, resulting in a better utilized, more efficient 
organization that focuses on risk management, compliance, and 
data analytics.

2. Describe how to transform the way accounting departments work by 
reducing less-rewarding tasks, resulting in better attraction and 
engagement of top talent.

3. Recognize the power of automation and how it strengthens 
accounting organizations.

Learning Objectives



CHANGE IS HAPPENING 

ALL AROUND US.
And it did not just start in March 2020
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a) Yes

b) No

c) Not sure

Were you experiencing or going through any transformation 

efforts at your company prior to the Covid-19 pandemic?

Polling Question 1
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Polling Question 1 Results (Placeholder)



Shift to Business Partnering
2019 FSN Survey of Finance Executives 

78%
Are overwhelmed by too 

much poorly managed data 35%

71%
Agree lack of automation 

hinders business partnering 81%
Are looking to future 

technology to assist

Are barely involved in 

commercial decision making



The way we shop





The way we relax



The way we learn



The way we celebrate



The way we look out for one another



The way we work







Structural change to the way we work

41%
disrupted due to difficulty sharing 

paper documents

36%
disrupted by limited access to on-prem 

solutions while working from home

46%
disrupted by manual tasks that could 

no longer be carried out in the office

The Future of Automation in the Finance Function, FSN 2020


